Marian Reflection for the Month of May
May 19

MARY: HER FAITH

"If our faith is weak, we should turn
to Mary. St. John tells us that it was
because of the miracle that Christ
performed, at his mother 's request,
at the marriage feast at Cana, that ‘his
disciples learned to believe in him.'

Our Mother is always interceding
with her Son, so that he may attend
to our needs and show himself to us
in such a way that we can cry out,

‘You are the Son of God!""

Let us offer to our Mother today:

The "Memorare" for the person in our family
who most needs the help of our Lady.
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MARY: OUR HOPE
"Our Lady, a full participant in the work
of our salvation, follows in the footsteps
of her son: the poverty of Bethlehem, the
everyday work of a hidden life in
Nazareth, the manifestation of his
divinity in Cana of Galilee, the tortures
of his passion, the divine sacrifice on the
cross, the eternal blessedness of’
paradise.

"All of this affects us directly, because
this supernatural itinerary is the way we
are to follow. Mary shows us that we can
walk this path with confidence. She has
preceded us on the way of imitating
Christ; her glorification is the firm hope
of our own salvation. For these reasons

we call her ‘our hope, cause of our joy.'"
Let us offer to our Mother today:
A smile when we do not feel like smiling.
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MARY'S PRAYER

"Let us ask the Blessed Virgin to make
us contemplatives, to teach us to

recognize the constant calls from God
at the door of our heart. Let us ask
her now: Our Mother, you brought to
earth Jesus, who reveals the love of
our Father God. Help us to recognize
him in the midst of the cares of each
day. Stir up our mind and will so that
we may listen to the voice of God, to

the calls of grace."

Let us offer to our Mother today:

A visit to Jesus truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament.
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MARY: EVER VIRGIN

"The purity, humility, and generosity
of Mary are in sharp contrast to our l
wretchedness and selfishness. To the |
extent that we realize this, we should |
feel moved to imitate her. We too are |
creatures of God, and if we strive to
imitate her fidelity, God will surely do
great things in us. Our small worth is

no obstacle, because God chooses

what is of little value so that the

power of his love may be more
manifest."

Let us offer to our Mother today:

The prayer "Blessed be your purity"
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MARY: QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES
"If we take our Lady's hand, she will
make us realize more fully that all
men are our brothers -- because we
are all sons of that God whose
daughter, spouse, and mother she is.
Our neighbors' problems must be our
problems. Christian fraternity should
be something very deep in the soul, so
that we are indifferent to no one.
Mary, who brought up Jesus and
accompanied him through his life and
is now beside him in heaven, will help
us recognize Jesus as he crosses our
path and makes himself present to us
in the needs of others."
Let us offer to our Mother today:

A kind word, a friendly conversation, a helping hand to
persons with whom we live or work. )
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MARY: HELP OF CHRISTIANS
"Yes, we are still pilgrims, but
our Mother has gone on ahead,
where she points to the reward
for our efforts. She tells us that
we can make it. If we are faithful,
we will reach home. Not only is
the Blessed Virgin our model, but
she is also the Help of Christians.
And as we besiege her with our
petitions -- 'Show that you are
our Mother' -- she cannot help
but watch over her children with
motherly care."

Let us offer to our Mother today:

In addition to the mysteries of the day, one more part
(five decades) of the Holy Rosary. )
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